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Peninsula Ballet Theater and Conservatory 
Announces Appointment of 

Gregory Amato as Artistic Director effective July 1, 2017. 
  
 
Peninsula Ballet Theater, one of the Peninsula's most respected arts organizations, has selected 
Gregory Amato to serve as its Artistic Director.  The organization chose Mr. Amato after 
consulting with a national search firm and interviewing several finalist candidates.  "Gregory was 
a natural fit for us,” said Connie DesAutels, Board President, "He combines energy, enthusiasm, 
talent, and temperament with a passion for ballet and dance.  Peninsula Ballet is looking forward 
to working with him as we enter our next 50 years of serving the greater Peninsula area." 
  
Amato will be responsible for the setting the artistic direction of PBT and further developing the 
Conservatory curriculum.  "The conservatory has grown at a very rapid rate," said Christine 
Leslie, Executive Director and CEO. "We have two tracks of study. The Dance Division is for those 
students who wish to add high level ballet and dance training as part of their overall skill set.  Our 
Performance Studies is for those students who have a goal of reaching the performance quality 
technique that will prepare them to audition for apprentice roles with our professional company. 
 Greg demonstrated his unique ability to work with both emerging dancers and the most 
seasoned professionals during our production of Cinderella". 
  
A current resident of Burlingame, Amato has a wide breadth of experience in the international 
world of ballet.  During his four years with Ballet Du Nord in France, Mr. Amato performed in 53 
countries.  These included performances before the Queen of England, two Presidents, numerous 
ambassadors, dignitaries and prime ministers   
  
He was tapped by New York City Ballet principal dancer Edward Villella to join him as a founding 
member of Villella's Miami City Ballet.  After relocating to the Bay Area, he was similarly chosen 
by Michael Smuin as a founding member of Smuin Ballet. While dancing there, Smuin created 
several ballets on Gregory, including "Frankie and Johnny", and "Cyrano", He also appeared in the 
movie, "The Fantastics" which Smuin choreographed. 
  
Amato's primary teacher and inspiration was New York City Ballet Dancer, Nolan T'Sani. He also 
studied under full scholarships at the San Francisco Ballet School and the Joffrey Ballet School in 
New York.  
 
Gregory competed and won the gold medal in the Fred Astaire International Ballroom Dance 
Competition. Despite his impressive ballet career, his personal highlight was his experience as the 
featured dancer at Carnegie Hall for the 100th Celebration of George Gershwin’s birthday. 
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“I am both honored and thrilled to be joining Peninsula Ballet Theater” said Amato.  “Not only 
have they survived for 50 years in a very competitive and difficult environment, they have 
demonstrated their commitment to artists, students, and audiences by bringing high quality ballet 
and dance art to the greater Peninsula.   I am looking forward to collaborating with the board, 
staff, dancers, volunteers, and students as we build on this rich tradition.” 
	

	

About	Peninsula	Ballet	Theatre:	

Founded	in	1967,	Peninsula	Ballet	Theatre	is	the	second	oldest	professional	ballet	company	in	the	Bay	Area.		In	
2010	it	opened	the	Peninsula	Ballet	Theatre	Conservatory	in	a	30,000	foot	space	at	1880	South	Grant	Street	in	
San	Mateo.		In	that	time	it	has	become	an	artistic	hub	with	classes	in	all	forms	of	dance,	vocal	and	acting	
training	as	well	as	a	fine	art	gallery	for	local	artists.	PeninsulaBallet.org		

 
 
 

########## 
 

 
 
 
 

 


